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Group Activity: “Greatest Infographic Ever”



The “Greatest Infographic Ever”
• Created by Charles Joseph Minard in 1861, the infographic depicts the losses 

suffered during Napoleon's Russian campaign of 1812.



Your group’s task

1. Identify and enumerate all the data encoded (date, location, etc.) in the image 
and by what means (color, position, etc.)

2. Make a list of key events of Napoleon’s march
• First, using only the chart, determine the type, location, 

timing, and cause of the events (you will not be able to 
determine all type/location/timing/cause information for 
every event)

• Second, use the Google machine to fill in some of the 
knowledge gaps for these events

• In your writeup, note what you found in the chart vs Google 
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